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Holland & Belgium 
in Springtime 

April 9-20, 2023

Each spring, as the year’s first blossoms poke their brightly colored heads up from the freshly thawed earth, the striking 
landscapes and quaint historic cities of the Europe’s iconic Low Countries are transformed. Celebrate the vivid beauty, and 
renewed energy of the season on this enchanting Belgium and Holland River Cruise. 

Marvel at over 70 acres of colorful flowers as you walk along the manicured lanes of the world-famous Keukenhof Flower 
Park, only open from mid-March until mid-May. Delve into the region’s extensive history in destinations like Amsterdam 
and Dordrecht—Holland’s oldest city. Get a taste of daily life during a Home-Hosted Visit in Enkhuizen and enjoy a behind-
the-scenes tour of the Kinderdijk Windmills. Like springtime, the cruising season for this unforgettable River Cruise is brief. 
Don’t miss your chance to experience all this region has to offer at an unbeatable value.

REMINDER: Space for this special journey is available on a first-come, first-serve basis and is truly limited. To reserve 
your place today, please call Curtis Whitaker at (269) 209-5889. If  you haven’t experienced a Scott & Curtis travel 
adventure before, feel free to ask questions or meet with our staff.
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Snapshot Itinerary: 
Holland & Belgium in Springtime 
Travel Dates: April 9-20, 2023

Day 1 – Depart U.S. 

Day 2 – Amsterdam, the Netherlands / Embark Ship

Day 3 – Amsterdam

Day 4 – Optional Aalsmeer Flower Auction 
Excursion / Enkhuizen

Day 5 – Enkhuizen / Home-Hosted Op de Koffie

Day 6 – Kinderdijk / Dordrecht
 
Day 7 – Rotterdam / Optional Delft Tour

Day 8 – Rotterdam / Keukenhof Flower Park / Tulip 
Farm Visit

Day 9 – Veere / Optional Delta Works Tour

Day 10 – Ghent, Belgium

Day 11 – Antwerp / Captain’s Farewell Dinner

Day 12 – Antwerp / Disembark ship / Brussels / 
Return to U.S.

COVID-19 UPDATE: Your health and safety is our #1 priority. In partnership 
with our travel providers Great Circle Travel and OAT, we are monitoring the 
COVID-19 situation daily, including how it may impact future travel plans.  
If any changes are made, we will do our best to alert you as soon as possible. 
If you have questions in the meantime, please call Curtis Whitaker during 
regular business hours at (269) 209-5889. Thank you!
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Detailed Itinerary: Holland & Belgium in Springtime 2023
Day 1 – Fly Overnight from U.S. to Amsterdam.

Day 2 – Amsterdam, the Netherlands / Embark Ship
Activity Note: Changes in water-level depths may require adjustments to your itinerary, including the Amsterdam canal 
cruise on Day 3.

Morning: Arrive today in the Dutch capital, where you’ll be greeted at the airport and transferred to your ship to meet up 
with those who took our optional pre-trip extensions to Amsterdam, the Netherlands or Berlin, Germany. Relax and settle 
in or take a stroll around the neighborhood where your ship is docked. Back on board, gather for your first Port Talk: Dur-
ing your Holland and Belgium cruise, you’ll receive daily briefings about the next day’s discoveries, so that you can make 
the best use of your free time there.

Lunch: On your own—ask your Program Director for local restaurant recommendations.
Afternoon: Gather in the lounge for an informative ship embarkation and safety meeting. During your Holland River 
Cruise you’ll receive a briefing about the port area and town 
prior to arrival so you can make the best use of your free time 
there.

Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.
Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your eve-
ning as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at the bar 
or relax in the lounge.

REMINDER: Space for this special journey is 
available on a first-come, first-serve basis and is 
truly limited. To reserve your place today, please 
call Curtis Whitaker at (269) 209-5889. Welcome!
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Day 3 – Amsterdam
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room. 

Morning: Get acquainted with the Netherlands’ capital this morning on an Amsterdam canal cruise. While traversing these 
400-year-old canals—a UNESCO World Heritage Site—you’ll view such landmarks as the 17th-century Royal Palace 
and the Mint Tower, which has retained its name even though gold and silver coins were minted here for only a couple of 
years. You’ll also see the wooden double drawbridge, known as the “Skinny Bridge,” that may remind you of Van Gogh’s 
paintings.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.
Afternoon: Free for your own discoveries—ask your Program 
Director for recommendations. Later, join your new travel 
companions for your official welcome onboard where you’ll 
meet the ship’s crew over a Welcome Drink.
Dinner: Captain’s Welcome Dinner onboard in the ship’s din-
ing room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your eve-
ning as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at the bar 
or relax in the lounge.

Day 4 – Optional Aalsmeer Flower Auction Excursion / 
Enkhuizen
Activity Note: The flower auction is closed on the weekends, 
as well as 4/5 (Easter Monday), 4/27 (King’s Day), and 5/13 
(Ascension Day).

Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: You can choose to immerse yourself in the spectacle of the Aalsmeer Flower Auction (the world’s largest) dur-
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What to Expect: 
Holland & Belgium in Springtime 
2023

 Physical Requirements: Group Size - This trip 
has a group size of 38-45 travelers with our local 
Program Director exclusive to Grand Circle.
Pacing - 11 days, with 10 nights aboard our privately 
owned 140-Passenger M/S River Harmony or 
162-Passenger M/S River Aria. Participate in 3-4 
hours of physical activities each day (additional 
optional activities may be offered). Walk 1-3 
miles unassisted within a time frame of 1-2 hours, 
including stairs and cobblestones. Agility and 
balance for boarding small canal boats, often 
involving steep, slippery stairs. Not accessible for 
travelers using wheelchairs or scooters. Travelers 
using walkers, crutches, or other mobility aids 
must travel with a companion who can assist 
them throughout the trip. We reserve the right for 
Program Directors to restrict participation, or in 
some circumstances send travelers home, if their 
limitations impact the group’s experience. Terrain & 
Transportation - Uneven walking surfaces, including 
unpaved paths, hills, stairs, and cobblestones. Travel 
by 140- to 162-passenger river ship, 47-seat coach, 
and canal boat. Changes in water-level depths may 
require adjustments to your itinerary, including the 
Amsterdam canal cruise.

 Climate: Spring daytime temperatures range from 
48-70°F. Weather can be unpredictable and change 
quickly. Brisk breezes should be anticipated.

Passport & Visa Information
U.S. citizens do not need a visa for this trip. Your 
passport should meet these requirements for this 
itinerary. It should be valid for at least 6 months 
after your scheduled return to the U.S. It should have 
the recommended number of blank pages (refer to 
the U.S. State Department handbook for details). 
The blank pages must be labeled “Visas” at the top. 
Pages labeled “Amendments and Endorsements” are 
not acceptable.

Vaccinations Information
Our travel partner GCT requires a valid Covid-19 
vaccination plus booster shot for all travelers. For 
other vaccinations that may be recommended for 
this trip, please visit the CDC’s “Traveler’s Health” 
website at www.cdc.gov/travel.

ing an early morning optional outing.
Your ship will cruise to Enkhuizen later this morning, 
giving you more opportunity for reveling in the spring-
time scenes that line the riverbanks.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Afternoon: Explore Enkhuizen (pronounced “enk-HOW-
zen”)—a striking, magnificently preserved town estab-
lished between AD 1000 and 1200—during a walking 
tour. Enkhuizen became a city in 1355, prospering due to 
its herring fishing industry and trade from the East and 
West India companies. Enkhuizen reached its peak in the 
17th century when it boasted the largest herring fleet in 
Holland.

The thriving port sat on the edge of the Zuiderzee, an 
inlet of the North Sea, until it was enclosed in 1932. 
Now, Enkhuizen sits on the Ijsselmeer, the large inland 
lake created by the damming of the sea outlet. With a 
population of about 16,000, this historic city retains its 
old charms, and its harbors attract thousands of pleasure 
boats. You’ll also see the Drommedaris, an old defense 
tower at the entrance to the harbor, and the many ware-
houses originally used by both the East and West India 
Company.

Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your 
evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at 
the bar or relax in the lounge.

Aalsmeer Flower Auction - $50/person
Early this morning, immerse yourself in the spectacle of 
the Aalsmeer Flower Auction (the world’s largest). Hol-
land produces more than nine billion flower bulbs annu-
ally, and throughout the country more than 23,000 acres 
of land are dedicated to greenhouse production. In Aals-
meer, the auction house itself comprises about 160 acres. 
Stationed at the visitors’ gallery, you’ll witness buyers 
from all over the world making deals at a lightning pace. 
Each day more than 19 million fresh flowers are sold dur-
ing a computerized auction. As the clock for a group of 
flowers to be auctioned ticks down, the price lowers with 
it. Bidders bid by pressing a button (which is linked to 
the main computer) when the price of the flowers reaches 
what they are willing to pay—if someone hasn’t already 
pressed his button first. So there is only one bid: the high-
est. Once purchased here, they are loaded onto airplanes 
and transported to florist shops across Europe and the 
U.S., usually to be sold the same day. 
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Day 5 – Enkhuizen / Home-Hosted Op de Koffie
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: Enjoy a visit with a local family, an Exclusive 
Discovery Series event. They’ll be your hosts for coffee, 
cake, and conversation, during a Home-Hosted Op de 
Koffie. Along with a friendly intercultural exchange, you 
might enjoy tasting a stroopwafel—a thin, waffle-like 
sandwich cookie with a sweet, chewy center.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Afternoon: Delve deeper into this city’s rich maritime 
history during an included visit to the Zuiderzee Museum, 
an open-air complex that depicts life in this region in the 
19th and early 20th centuries.

Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your 
evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at 
the bar or relax in the lounge.

Day 6 – Kinderdijk / Dordrecht
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: Explore Kinderdijk, and its famed 19 wind-
mills. Stroll around the site, with plenty of time to take 

photos of these nostalgic, yet pragmatic creations. These 
well-preserved, historic structures became protected by 
UNESCO in 1997.

Kinderdijk takes its name from a 16th-century legend 
involving a baby (or kinder), a cradle, and a cat that all 
survived being tossed into raging waters. For centuries, 
the Dutch were at the mercy of frequent floods. Around 
1740, 19 windmills were built in the village of Kinderdi-
jk, innovative structures that drain the excess water from 
polders—the reclaimed land that is situated below sea 
level—and pump it into nearby rivers and canals. 

This helps to evenly distribute water levels and lessen the 
threat of devastating floods. Nowadays, modern engines 
do the job of turning the paddle wheels, forcing them to 
scoop up the water, yet the country still has a unique bond 
with, and affection for, its many windmills.

Sail to Dordrecht, one of the oldest cities in the Neth-
erlands. You’ll set off on a brief walking tour with your 
Program Director and take in this charming city steeped 
in history.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Afternoon: Free for your own discoveries—ask your 
Program Director for recommendations.
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Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at the bar 
or relax in the lounge.

Day 7 – Rotterdam / Optional Delft Tour
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: Embark the ship for a short cruise to Rotterdam.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Afternoon: Enjoy a walking tour of the city, which was almost completely destroyed during World War II. The recon-
structed city is now known for its crisp, modern architecture. Following your walking tour, enjoy the rest of the afternoon 
to pursue your own interests in Rotterdam.

Or, you may choose to join us on an optional tour of Delft’s famous porcelain factory. One of the member cities of the 
Dutch East India Company, Delft is known for its blue-and-white pottery (called Delftware). Visit a local porcelain factory 
before enjoying a walking tour of the city with your Program Director before an hour of free time to explore.
Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at the bar 
or relax in the lounge.

Delft - $60/person
Dating back to the 13th century, Delft was a longtime home port to the Dutch East India Company. It is well known for its 
blue-and-white pottery called Delftware, which was first produced in the 17th century and styled after imported Chinese 
porcelain. You’ll learn more about the unique pottery during a visit to a local porcelain factory. You’ll also enjoy a walk-



8

ing tour of the city and some free time to explore at your 
leisure.

Day 8 – Rotterdam / Keukenhof Flower Park / Tulip 
Farm Visit
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: Enjoy a quintessential Netherlands in spring-
time experience this morning—the Keukenhof Flower 
Park. Set in the heart of the western Netherlands’ tulip-
growing region, and once the kitchen garden of a me-
dieval castle, today it is known as the “greatest flower 
show on Earth,” featuring more than seven million tulips 
and a variety of other flowers in both indoor and outdoor 
exhibits. You’ll have the opportunity to stroll through 
the park’s 70 acres of lovely, tree-shaded grounds with 
ponds, winding paths, streams, and fountains.

Lunch: Enjoy boxed lunch at Keukenhof Flower Park.

Afternoon: Continue your springtime explorations with 
a visit to a tulip farm. The Netherlands have more than 
23,000 acres set aside for the cultivation of their famous 
blooms, and throughout the peak season, farmers are 
kept busy as they prepare tulips to be picked and sold. 
Learn about the daily life of modern tulip farmers as you 
meet with a local family during this Exclusive Discovery 
Series event.

Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your 
evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at 
the bar or relax in the lounge.

Day 9 – Veere / Optional Delta Works Tour
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: Disembark then transfer to the town of Veere, 
where you’ll get to know this picturesque village dur-
ing a morning stroll. Your Program Director will share 
information about this artist-friendly town of 1,500 and 
its past as a walled trading city in the Middle Ages. Enjoy 
some free time for your own discoveries—ask your Pro-
gram Director for recommendations.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Afternoon: Free for your own discoveries—ask your 
Program Director for recommendations. Or, join an 
optional excursion to the Delta Works, an engineering 
marvel designed to protect Holland from floods. Terrible 
floods in 1953 made clear that low-lying Holland, ever at 
the mercy of the sea, needed a plan to protect itself from 
future weather events. Over the next 40 years, a complex 
plan led to the damming of four major estuaries, and the 
coordination of an extensive network of locks, sluices, 
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channels, bridges, and gates. You’ll learn about this chal-
lenge in a film at the site and free time to explore. Then, 
we’ll take in the final step of the Delta Works plan, the 
Storm Surge Barrier, comprised of two huge doors which 
can close off the New Waterway in times of extreme 
weather.

Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your 
evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at 
the bar or relax in the lounge.

Delta Works - $80/person
Explore a unique facet of Holland with a trip to the Delta 
Works, an engineering marvel designed to protect Hol-
land from floods. Terrible floods in 1953 made clear that 
low-lying Holland, ever at the mercy of flooding, needed 
a plan to protect itself from future weather events. Over 
the next 40 years, a complex plan led to the damming of 
four major estuaries, and the coordination of an exten-
sive network of locks, sluices, channels, bridges, and 
gates. You’ll learn about this challenge in a film at the 
site and during free time. Then, see the final step of the 
Delta Works plan, the Storm Surge Barrier, comprised of 
two huge doors that can close off the New Waterway in 
extreme weather.

Day 10 – Ghent, Belgium
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: Visit one of Belgium’s oldest cities and its 
fourth largest, Ghent, “the jewel of Flanders.” Enjoy an 
included walking tour here that will immerse you in the 
city’s rich history.

Medieval and Renaissance buildings tell the story of 
Ghent’s past reign as a textile capital from the eleventh 
century onward, both more populous and wealthier than 
London for several centuries. When the people of Ghent 
were under Spanish rule and rose up against Charles V to 
protest taxes, he punished the city by making its nobles 
parade before him wearing nooses around their necks. 
This led to the term stroppendragers—noose-wearers—
becoming the nickname for Ghent-dwellers ever since. 
Enjoy free time in this Flemish treasure before returning 
to the ship.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Afternoon: Free for your own discoveries—ask your 
Program Director for recommendations.

Dinner: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

What’s Included in the Package
 International round-trip airfare from Detroit  

 Metro Airport to and from Europe

 Accommodations for 10 nights board a private  
 river ship with wireless Internet access in all  
 common areas and cabins

 ALL meals: 10 breakfasts, 9 lunches, 10  
 dinners—plus all onboard house beer, wine,  
 and soft drinks

 10 included tours with personal headsets and  
 3 Exclusive Discovery Series events—Home- 
 Hosted Op de Koffie / Tulip farm visit

 Local Program Directors, a Grand Circle Cruise  
 Line exclusive

 Gratuities for local guides and motorcoach drivers

 All port charges

 Baggage handling for 1 piece of luggage per  
 person, including tipson the same arrival/ 
 departure dates as the main trip

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your 
evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at 
the bar or relax in the lounge.
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Day 11 – Antwerp / Captain’s Farewell Dinner
Breakfast: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Morning: Set off on a walking tour of Antwerp. Located 
on the banks of the Schelde River, Antwerp is Belgium’s 
major port and has been commercially important in Euro-
pean trade since the eleventh century.

Like Amsterdam, it is one of the world centers for dia-
mond trading. In spite of damage suffered during both 
World Wars, Antwerp remains a city of beautiful historic 
architecture dating to the 16th century.

You’ll explore Antwerp’s well-preserved Old Town, built 
around the Grote Markt (Town Square), and graced by the 
lovely old Town Hall and beautiful guild houses. Marvel 
at the elegant spires of the Cathedral of Our Lady, graced 
with masterpieces by the great painter Peter Paul Rubens, 

who lived here in the 17th century. Stroll along the Meir 
(Antwerp’s main shopping street), lined with wonderfully 
elaborate historic buildings.

Lunch: Onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Afternoon: Free for your own discoveries—ask your 
Program Director for recommendations.
Dinner: Join your ship’s captain for a Farewell Drink and 
Dinner onboard in the ship’s dining room.

Evening: You have the freedom to spend the rest of your 
evening as you wish. Perhaps you’ll enjoy a nightcap at 
the bar or relax in the lounge.

Day 12 – Antwerp / Disembark ship / Brussels / 
Return to U.S.
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Pricing Summary & Trip Dates
Trip Name:  Holland & Belgium  
  in Springtime 2023
Trip Dates: April 9-20, 2023 
Base Price based on Ship Cabin Level & Type: 
Serenade Category A: $3,995 per person
Serenade Category B: $3,795 per person
Sonata Category C: $3,395  per person

Rd. Trip Airfare: $1,200
Trip Insurance: Optional but highly recommended.
  For more information, please call   
  Curtis Whitaker at (269) 209-5889.

Trip Cancellation Coverage – Trip cancellation insur-
ance for “Holland & Belgium in Springtime 2023” is not 
required but is highly recommended. For details, please 
call Curtis Whitaker at (269) 209-5889.

Reservation Deposit: The deposit to reserve your space 
on this trip is $350 per person, fully refundable until 65 
days prior to departure. 

Need Help? For personal assistance or more information 
about this trip in the meantime, please call Curtis Whita-
ker at (269) 209-5889.

Note: The information, dates and prices provided in 
this document are estimates only based on currently 
available information. Pricing and itinerary are 
subject to change.

Pricing Disclaimer: Every effort will be made to 
provide accurate pricing information. Operator 
reserves the right to correct promotional or pricing 
errors at any time, or to increase the trip price in  
the event of cost increases due to changes in 
airfares, cruise fares, currency fluctuations, venue 
fee increases, taxes, or fuel surcharges, or other 
reasons, unless you pre-paid according to the terms 
of the Good Buy Plan prior to the cost increase 
going into effect. For more information, please call 
Curtis Whitaker at (269) 209-5889.

TOUR RESERVATION POLICY:
Reservations can be made by calling Curtis Whitaker 
at (269) 209-5889. A $350 deposit is required 
to guarantee your place (credit cards accepted). 
Remaining balance due 90 days before departure.


